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January 26, 2012

Dear Green School Families,

I was moved by the generosity of all of the Green School students who donated stuffed animals from their collections to the Teddy Bear and Friends service project. I know it wasn’t easy for all of the kids to part with their stuffed animals – even if it seemed like they hadn’t played with them in ages.  When it came right down to it, whether your child donated 30 stuffed animals or 1 stuffed animal, it was an act of generosity – they were able to work through the emotions of giving away something of their own because they understood that it had the chance of bringing greater joy to someone else.  (Parents on the other hand seemed gloriously happy as they dropped of bags of stuffed animals in the office – the joys of de-cluttering!) 

We collected six contractor bags full of stuffed animals that we are ready to deliver them to the local fire department this Friday.

This past Tuesday afternoon, the 4th graders helped me with a super secret mission… they sorted through all of the donated stuffed animals to make sure every one had a card; then they read all of the cards to find examples of moving, deep cards – cards that we could feature in this week’s Friday Letter. Here are the cards they chose to share. (Thanks for your help 4th grade!)
· Dear Friend, I hope you feel happy soon. I also hope you enjoy this cute puppy.

· Dear Friend, I hope you feel better when you receive this stuffy. When I received this from the hospital I was so happy.   So I hope when you get this, you will be as happy as I was. Love, Ramona

· Hi, I hope this animal helps you calm down when you get sad.  His name is Comet, but you can change it. Comet loves to eat and can usually be found inside boxes playing “Train Conductor”. Here is my gift to you.

· Dear Friend, I hope this makes you feel better. I will miss him, but you need him more than I do.

· I hope you enjoy your new friend, Mr. Pumpkin. From, the Green School of Baltimore

· I hope you like this toy. It is special to me, but you deserve it more than I do. Love, Asia

· Have a good time with this teddy bear. Love it with all of your heart. From, The Green School

· Dear Friend, I hope you enjoy this special duck.

· Keep close. Take care of. Have fun with this special stuffy.
· Get well friend.

· Love me forever. Snuggle forever and I will love you.

· Hello, my name is Ms. Rabbit. I know you might have gone through some rough times lately, but I think you should know never to give up.  

· This alien baby will sing you through your troubles. Press his stomach.

· I hope you enjoy this teddy bear I am giving you today. I hope you like it. I hope it brings you wisdom.

· I hope you have what you need to love this.
· I hope you have a lot of fun with the Cat in the Hat.

· I hope this stuffed animal gets you through hard times. Just to help you stay strong. Stay strong and be brave. I hope you have fun with Mrs. White Fluffy.

· I hope you enjoy this stuffed bunny and love it. 

· Take care of my monkey.
· This duck can fly and I hope it can make your happiness fly too.
· Hi, I know you are going through a lot, so I picked this out for you. His name is Indian because he is red. Sincerely, Maggie
· Hello, your new frog here has been waiting for someone like you to be with for the rest of her life. Sincerely, Luke
· This skunk loves to play games, and he is very wonderful. He will always be there for you. From, Madeline
· My name is Edward. You can change it. I like to tell jokes. I hope I make you happy. Love, Megan
· Hello Friend, Roses are red. Violets are blue. I hope you like this teddy as much as I do. I pray that you like it as much as I did too. 
· To a special person: Dear friend. I hope this toy helps you be happy. I hope you enjoy it as much as I have.
· Dear Friend, Love the lion. It is special to me. Now I will give it to you. Have fun with it. I love it. Now you will love it.
· Dear Child. I hope you enjoy your stuffy.  He is my best friend. His name is Eddie, and he is really fluffy.
· This is Mr. Penguin. I really love him. Now he is yours.  Please love him very much. Love, Jack
	VOLUNTEER CORNER
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

KNITTING/SEWING CLUB LEADER(S)

We had a huge response to the Knitting Club Tina Cavaluzzi has offered to run on Friday afternoons. The 20 available slots were filled and the waiting list ran up to 16 kids by 9:30 Tuesday morning!  Based on this response, we are looking for a parent or a small group of parents who would be willing to run a Knitting or Sewing Club on another afternoon during the week, so that kids who are not in the Friday afternoon club have an opportunity to participate.

Contact: Kate Primm (kate.primm@thegsb.org) 

GREEN SCHOOL ART SUPPORTERS

Volunteers are needed to help with cutting cardboard and cutting fabric for art projects from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on Saturday, February 4th at the Green School of Baltimore Please let Yvon know if you can be there.  

Contact Person: Yvon Creighton (yvon.m3@gmail.com) 


	
Donations 

We would like to add a Knitting and Needle Point Station to our collection of Indoor Recess activities, so we are putting together a bin of yarn, pieces of fabric, needlepoint needles, and needlepoint thread.  If you have any of these things lying around the house and you are willing to donate them, please drop them off in the Main Office.


Reminders:


Friday, January 27 – School will be closed for Professional Development.


Friday, February 3 – 2nd Quarter Report Cards distributed


Monday, February 20 – Schools closed for Presidents’ Day





Thank you for you answering the call for donations of cardboard. Ms. Creighton has enough cardboard for the project she is doing with the kids.








